Topic: An opinion survey on the educational needs with the beginning of the scholastic year. 

Based on the HCC’s role as a national framework for social work specialized with children, that aims at complementing between public and private sectors and in collaboration with international organizations and committees, and in the course of the HCC’s methodology which is based on cooperation and networking for following up the implementation of the CRC, we thought proper to question the schools’ principals in order to identify the educational needs. 

An opinion survey was conducted to evaluate the school needs in 23 public and 7 private schools. These schools are distributed according to governorates as follows: 11 public and 3 private schools in Mount Lebanon, 6 public and 1 private school in the South, 5 public and 1 private school in Bekaa and 3 public schools in Nabatieh. 

As a result of the communications carried out by the HCC’s educational specialist Katia Haddad with the public schools’ principals in Mount Lebanon, Bekaa and South, who are damaged by the war, the following points were deduced: 

The schools’ principals agree that the school bag is of a poor quality. Its artistic characteristics don’t suit the pre-school level because of its big size which is unsuitable for the child’s size in this age (3-5years). Moreover, the stationary that is specified for every child is too inadequate and insufficient. It does not cost more than 2 $ for every child. 

In most of Mount Lebanon schools, the schoolbags were distributed haphazardly and in an inappropriate way without taking into consideration the number of enrolled students. As the survey shows, the distribution average ranges between 100% and 6.2%of the students such as Al Goubayri School. 

The distribution methods were based on the principle of discrimination between one level and another. It covers only the pre-school level without taking into consideration the educational needs of other levels such as the schools of Tahwitat El Gadir, Al Amrousieh, Dar Al Awquaf Al Islamiya. 

Some schools were totally deprived of their right to receive this educational service for the scholastic year 2005-2006 such as Abd El Karim Al Khalil elementary public school. 

The educational regions that are charged of distribution in the schools, located in damaged areas, have promised the schools’ principals since the beginning of the year to continue the distribution consecutively in all the educational stages. But until 3/11/2006, they haven’t received any new materials. 

Most of the South schools have received schoolbags. That means that the distribution was equal and comprehensive in all schools. 

As in the South, the Bekaa schools have received comprehensive and equal educational services. From these results, we deduce that the schools in Bekaa and South were luckier than those in Mount Lebanon; for all children have received schoolbags in a comprehensive and equal way (100%) regardless the quality of the bags. 

Providing the students with schoolbags is a general problem in all governorates. The books are unavailable in libraries. If some of the books were provided, the others are still unavailable. This is due to the delay of the Ministry of Education in printing the books and making them available in the libraries that are encharged of distribution, as declared by the schools’ principals, or because of the delay in providing the books’ application and their definite costs to the schools’ principals so that they give them in turn to parents to buy the books for their children. 

In the South and Bekaa, some school principals complained because of the delay of libraries’ owners to print books. For this reason, we contacted the libraries’ owners in the damaged areas who gave two reasons behind this delay: 

-not providing enough quantity of new books. 

-not having enough papers in the library to print the required numbers of books for students. 

The psychosocial support for teachers and children in public and private schools in Bekaa and Mount Lebanon is unavailable. In the South, the survey in 2 public and 1 private school from 6 schools shows that one teacher in each school has followed a session on the psychological support after war, which enables them to discover the cases and to transfer them to specialized institutions. The schools’ principals expressed their desire to let the teachers follow sessions on psychosocial support. 

The first and second Khyam Schools were bombarded directly. Qatar rehabilitated the first Khyam School in which the students of second Khyam School were enrolled. It contains currently 400 students but it does not have any heaters. Moreover, 3 rooms should be built because the classes are overcrowded of students. 

Based on this fact and under these difficult circumstances that affect this scholastic year along with non-providing the suitable schoolbags, schoolbooks for most students and equipment in damaged areas. Moreover, some of the Dahiyeh schools are not provided with any books because of the delay in the application (Tahwita- Der Al Islamiya Al Mrayji) and in the south (official Tayba). Not to forget that the scholastic equipment that are provided annually from the fees registration and parental board; their reserved for this year will be spent by the state as the service salary… 

For all these reasons, we conclude that this scholastic year is full of obstacles that will affect the scholastic system. 

