          Recommendations of the school drop-out workshop

· On the political level:

· Issuing the necessary executive decrees in order to implement the compulsory and free education law until the end of the second level and to follow up its implementation.

· Building a reliable social and scientific database aiming at acknowledging the number of children who are in the school age based on the areas and the different social groups. It aims at acknowledging the number of drop-out students every year and the number of those who never entered school.

· Implementing the mechanisms of care, scholastic support and mainstreaming within different schools, and following up the principles and the teachers in order to ensure an efficient implementation and to commit to the assigned objectives.

· Analyzing the characteristics of the drop-out students from the part of the Ministry of Education: their identity, the factors leading to drop-out, and the results of dropping out on their life; in order to recommend the appropriate preventive remedy based on the characteristics of the child who is at risk of dropping out.

· Raising the awareness of the educational parties on the phenomenon of drop-out in Lebanon and disseminating relevant information in order to highlight the dangers on the development of the child’s personality.

· Providing the financial and geometrical conditions that stimulate children to educate in the Lebanese schools.

· Declaring through media the review places in all the Lebanese governorates in order to find a chair for every child who wants to enroll in public school and didn’t find a chair.

· Raising the people awareness through the state on the importance of education and learning.

· Promoting the ability of monitoring the educational welfare system in order to detect children who are not officially registered.

· Implementing the five-year plan in the vocational and technical education with the aim of solving the gap issue between the academic education and the vocational and technical education as well as linking it to the labor market.

· Encouraging the state, which accepted the principle of Education for All and Literacy, to increase the budget of education and learning.

· Establishing the mechanisms of detection and complaint and encouraging regular visits to schools.

· Implementing the scholastic map project in order to study the needs and the priorities.

· Providing consultation and guidance services in private and official schools.

· Improving the official school on different levels in order to combat the problem of school drop-out.

· Supporting the communication between the Ministry of Education, NGOs, Directorate of Consultation and Guidance, which have social assistants and educational guides.

· Improving the curriculum of informal education.

· On the administrative level:

· Making individual files for students and teachers within schools, which include information, results and evaluation, with the aim of getting informed closely of the child’s personal development and following it up efficiently.

· Creating communication network on this subject between the principals, teachers and relevant civil parties in order to exchange experiences and to invest them in work within classes as well as to change the attitudes of the educational parties.

· On the educational-learning level:
· Adopting mechanisms of analysis and evaluation of the educational practices within different schools with the aim of encouraging teachers on evaluation and self- professional development as well as developing positive attitudes.

· Training the principals and teachers in different domains that are suitable with the needs of the educated such as administrating relations and conflicts, the methods for dealing with those having educational difficulties as well as the alternatives of the school punishment.

· Having educational experiences aiming at focusing on the strong points as well as the personal achievements and abilities, and to value individual skills and efforts.

· Supporting and following up the children in an individual manner and helping them to acquire the necessary information in order to build a professional course that is based on professional and cultural qualities as well as on the necessary strategies for modern life (memorizing, non objective thinking, listening, metacognition, perseverance, organizing time, committing to the system, team work, solving problems…)

· Focusing on a variety of new techniques concerned with activating and communicating with the class that aim at stimulating and developing each child.

· Adapting the educational contents according to the children’s needs, their culture and their ways of communication in order to introduce them to other new dimensions based on respecting their cultural-social background.

· Increasing the entertaining activities in the educational curriculum.

· Continuous evaluation of the educational programs, promoting studies and linking the educational work with the development plan, through previous experiences and practices.

· Adopting human and fair evaluation mechanisms based on respecting individual differences.

· Setting up scientific standards for the adopted curriculum in the informal education in order to be adopted by relevant organizations within a comprehensive approach and mechanism where different parties are represented. (A special committee is established within which are represented: Ministry of Education; Education, Research and Development Center; Ministry of Social Affairs; Ministry of Labor; Ministry of Interior and Municipalities and NGOs. This committee follows up the work of HCC.)

· On the psychological-relational level:

· Training teachers on the basic psychological facts that enable them to deal with children with Special Needs whether on the educational part or on the part of cooperating with specialists.

· Establishing an integral specialist team within schools or the scholastic parties (in areas, in the educational offices of the organizations…) that follows up the children who face specific difficulties and disturbances.

· Encouraging the integration of those with special needs within ordinary schools. 

· On the cultural-social level:

· Creating communication and coordination networks between school and parents based on mutual respect in order to establish the mechanisms that suit all parties and that are more efficient in following up the child.

· Benefiting from the school’s successful experiences in coordinating with parents and disseminating booklets within reach.

· Providing additional school support to the children with special needs in cooperation with the civil community (NGOs, volunteers…)

· Conducting advocacy campaign to endorse the executive decrees on compulsory and free education law and to raise the compulsory age till 15 in order to ensure equality in the educational opportunities based on the areas and the social groups.

· Holding specialized sessions around this phenomenon and the methods for combating it.

· Preparing a workshop for media that shows the importance of advocacy in order to endorse the executive decrees of the compulsory and free education law and training them on the methods for achieving this campaign.

· Awareness campaigns to parents on the necessity of registering their children in the specified period and on the dangers and results of dropping out from school (delinquency, social addiction, child labor, deprivation from rights such as the right to education, the right to entertainment, increasing the illiteracy rate…)

· Inviting the NGOs that work in the field of school drop-out to coordinate and to unify efforts in order to elaborate an action plan on school drop-out.

· Identifying the dangers of dropping out and early labor to the future generation,

· Training human cadre in order to work with this group of children.

· On the legislation level:
· Updating the legislative measures that enable the drop-out child who has followed school support and mainstreaming sessions, to reintegrate in formal and vocational education and to exempt him from administrative requirements (entrance exam, registration fees…)

· Issuing a law that prohibits the corporal punishment in schools.

· Promoting the decree 515 which leads to the decrease of the education tuition and consequently, to decrease the rate of children who are not enrolled in the educational system.

· Updating the legislation that permits the child to participate in the administrative and juridical procedures concerned with education. 

· Updating the ministerial decree n° 1130/2001 in the public and private schools, that prohibits corporal punishment against students “or reprimand them with insulting words that are rejected by education and personal dignity”; and to strengthen the role of the Ministry of Education in reprimanding the teachers that use violence against children.

· Raising the labor age till 15 and establishing mechanisms to support poor families as well as urging the private sector not to employ children and to encourage them on education.

