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As I outlined in the last session, the context for progress on this issue has been the acceptance globally of the Convention on the Rights of the Child – and also the growing visibility of corporal punishment in all regions, through new research studies interviewing children about their experience of violence in the home and other settings, as well as interviewing parents in conditions of trust and confidentiality – because this is the only way of finding out about the experience of babies and very young children, who suffer much of the violence. Once visible, it becomes very difficult to defend hitting and hurting children deliberately.

Now, there is a strong human rights consensus against corporal punishment. In addition to the consistent interpretation of the CRC by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the other relevant UN human rights Treaty Bodies – the Human Rights Committee, Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Committee against Torture and the Committee to Eliminate Discrimination against Women have all condemned corporal punishment and recommended prohibition. Also regional human rights mechanisms have done so, including the European Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Court and Commission of Human Rights: earlier this month the Inter-American Commission issued a strong report – by Paulo Pinheiro, Special Rapporteur on children’s rights to the Commission, who also led the recent UN Study on Violence against children – telling all OAS member-states that they have an immediate obligation to prohibit all corporal punishment. Also the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child last year committed itself to telling all states that they have an obligation to prohibit all corporal punishment. 
There have also been judgments from high-level domestic courts in many states in all regions, condemning corporal punishment in some or all settings – details are on the Global Initiative website at www.endcorporalpunishment.org.

In Europe, the Council of Europe launched an explicit campaign last year for universal prohibition across its 47 member-states. 
  In the European Union, there are now only four out of the 27 states which have not either achieved full prohibition, or committed themselves to achieve this in the near future. The four are Ireland, France and Belgium and my own country, the UK: the UK has prohibited corporal punishment in all settings except the home, but parents can still justify common assault on their children as “reasonable” punishment.
UN Secretary General’s Study on violence against children

An additional context for recent progress has been the human rights-based UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children. The Study, proposed by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, was the first comprehensive global review of violence against children. It was also the first UN exercise of this kind to seek to involve children and to learn directly from children’s experiences and views; for example, children played a very visible and vocal role in the nine regional consultations held as part of the Study process one in Cairo in 2005. Children’s involvement had a profound impact, because children focused not only on the severe forms of violence, against which there is already a global consensus, but also on the daily routing violence so many of them suffer in their homes and in many states also in schools, other institutions and penal systems. Their presence and their testimony made it very hard for the adults, politicians and others, to remain in denial.

The Study was led by Professor Pinheiro from Brazil, and when his report was submitted to the UN General Assembly in October 2006, it included the recommendation that States should prohibit all forms of violence, including all corporal punishment. It set an ambitious deadline of the end of 2009 – Lebanon still has time at least to join the list of states fully committed to achieve this, even if the necessary law reforms cannot be processed through your Parliament in the remaining months of this year. 

We now at last have a UN Special Representative to the Secretary-General on violence against children; this was the key recommendation for follow-up to the Study, endorsed by the UN General Assembly, that there should be a high profile global advocate to avoid losing the momentum created by the Study. But it took the UN Secretary-General more than two years to make an appointment. The Special Representative, just taking up her post in New York, is Marta Santos Pais from Portugal, an early member of the Committee on the Rights of the Child and a long-term advocate of prohibition of all corporal punishment.

Global progress towards prohibiting all corporal punishment

So – where have we got to globally? This is a brief summary of the progress – the details are all available on the Global Initiative website at www.endcorporalpunishment.org
· 24 states – 12 per cent of UN member states - have prohibited all corporal punishment in all settings, including the home; the most recent were Costa Rica last year and Moldova this year. Also Supreme Courts in two additional states – Italy and Nepal – have ruled that corporal punishment in childrearing is unlawful. Many more states have prohibited corporal punishment in schools – more than half. Recently India’s Parliament adopted prohibition in schools and that means that over 60 per cent of the world’s children are now protected by the law from corporal punishment in schools. But enforcement in many states is still weak: that has to be confronted in the Lebanon too. 

· At least 26 more states are committed to full prohibition and/or are actively debating prohibitionist bills in parliament; in some, reforms are imminent – before the end of the year. If all these commitments are fulfilled, children in more than a quarter of UN member-states will have achieved full legal protection. 

· New Zealand became the first English-speaking state to enact full prohibition in June 2007 (significant because, as noted earlier, English law, allowing “reasonable” punishment of children, exists in about 70 states worldwide – and significant for us, still campaigning in England). 

· The first Latin American state to achieve prohibition was Uruguay, in November 2007, followed within weeks by Venezuela, and last year by Costa Rica. 

As well as accelerating progress towards law reform, the last few years has seen the development of lots of materials and programmes to promote positive, non-violent forms of discipline, for parents and other carers and teachers. Save the Children has produced many, including in this region. But to achieve a real change in attitudes and move parents on from hitting children, we need to engage governments in the process of public education. NGOs can show the way, but they cannot achieve provide the universal education needed to achieve real cultural change.
Equally, we must not put governments off this long-overdue reform for children by suggesting that a new and separate and very expensive educational programme is required. Because traditional attitudes to children run so deep, educational efforts will need to be sustained over a very long period. We should encourage government to see that the key messages – and they are, after all, quite simple messages – should be built into all the state’s contacts with future parents, new parents and existing parents: at birth registration for example, through all points of contact between health services and new parents and families, on entry to pre-school and school and in the school curriculum. There is no shortage of materials and programmes that can be adapted for use.

Law reform to prohibit corporal punishment in many states has proceeded sequentially – first banning it in penal systems, then in schools and other institutions, then in foster-care, and finally in the home. But for children, there is no logic in this. It is in their homes and families that children are hit the most. It is children’s right to be protection from all forms of violence, including all corporal punishment, wherever they are.

If one campaigns for less than complete prohibition of all corporal punishment in all settings including the home, one loses the arguments of principle and logic, the case for reform is weakened, and children have to wait even longer. This is not an issue where compromise is useful, or acceptable.

If Lebanon can achieve this reform quickly, it can act as a model and an incentive for other states in this region. Each region needs a pioneer on this issue, and then it will be important to work regionally as well as nationally. We hope that the Arab League can be persuaded to develop a position on the issue in time, and perhaps other inter-governmental organisations or networks.

It is valuable to quote the progress that is being made in all regions and to demonstrate that this is a global issue – the world really is moving on from deliberately hurting children and we can be sure it will become a better place.

� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.endcorporalpunishment.org" ��www.endcorporalpunishment.org� for details of human rights recommendations and relevant judgments of high-level courts.


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.endcorporalpunishment.org" ��www.endcorporalpunishment.org�, “Countdown to prohibition” for updated details of global progress





